CONTINUED   PROGRESS  IN   ENGLAND

In the light of our later, fuller knowledge we know
that much that bears the appearance of fraud is
not necessarily fraud at all. At the same time, the
unbounded credulity of a section of Spiritualists un-
doubtedly provided an easy field for charlatans. In
the course of a paper read before the Cambridge
University Society for Psychological Investigation in
1879, the President of the Society, Mr. J. A. Camp-
bell, said : *

Since the advent of Mr. Home, the number of media
has increased yearly, and so has the folly and the imposture.
Every spook has become, in the eyes of fools, a divine angel ;
and not even every spook, but every rogue, dressed up in
a sheet, who has chosen or shall choose to call himself a
materialized " spirit." A so-called religion has been
founded in which the honour of the most sacred names has
been transferred to the ghosts of pickpockets. Of the
characters of which divinities, and of the doctrines taught
by them, I shall not insult you by speaking; so it ever is when
folly and ignorance get into their hands the weapon of
an eternal fact, abuse, distortion, crime itself ; such were
ever the results of children playing with edged tools,
but who but an ignoramus would cry, naughty knife ?
Gradually the movement is clearing itself of such excre-
tions, gradually is it becoming more sober and pure, and
strong, and as sensible men and educated men study and
pray and work, striving to make good use of their know-
ledge, will it become more so.

The second feature was the apparent increase of
what may be termed anti-Christian, though not anti-
religious, Spiritualism. This led to William Howitt

* The Spiritualist, April n, 1879, p. 170.
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